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C. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

In order to better assist the Examiner with the prosecution of the case, the current 
pending claims have been included in their entirety for which allowance is requested. This 
listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listuigs, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Ciirrently Amended) A method for selectively adjustmg a transparency of a displayable 
object within a user interface using a flashlight tool, said method comprising the steps of: 
enabling a flashlight tool; 

selecting an operating criteria of said flashlight tool[,] by receiving a user selection 
criteria for said flashlight tool such that said flashlight tool is effective on at least one 
displayable object that meets said user selection criteria: wh e r e in said operating crit e ria is 
oporativo on all displayable objooto of a user intorfhoo 

positioning said flashlight tool at a location within a user interface by: 

setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displayable 
object that meets said user selection criteria: 

operating said flashlight tool to locate said at least one displayable object 
that meets said user selection criteria: aiid 

positioning said flashUght tool at a location over said at least one 
displayable object that meets aid user selection criteria : and 
, whoroin said location ig indopondont of another location of at least one diopiayablo objoot 
within said user interface; 

selectively adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object within 
said user interface, such that said transparency level of said at least one displayable object is 
selectively adjusted according to said operating criteria of said flashUght tool. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The method for selectively ac^usting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 1, said step of selecting an operating criteria of said 
flashlight tool further comprises: 

receivmg a specified user selection of an n-level within a z-order from among a plurality 
of displayable objects, as a settmg for said flashlight tool such that said flashlight tool setting at 
said n-level is operative on at least one displayable object within said n-level; and 

setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displayable object within 
said n-level. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 1, said step of selecting an operating criteria of said 
flashlight tool further comprises: 

receiving a specified user selection of a flashlight beam for setting said flashlight tool 
such that said flashlight tool is effective on at least one displayable object within a range of said 
speci fied flashUght beam; 

receiving a specified user selection for setting the intensity of said flashlight beam; 

receiving a specified user selection for setting the shape of said flashlight beam; and 

setting said flashlight tool to be operative with said intensity, and with said shape, on said 
at least one displayable object within said range of said flashUght beam. 
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4. (Previously Presented) The method for selectively acljusting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 3, said method further comprisiiig the step of: 

receiving a specified user selection for setting said flashlight beam to effect a varying 
degree of transparency on said at least one displayable object. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 1, said step of selecting the operating criteria of said 
flashlight tool further comprises: 

receiving a user selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said flashlight tool is 
effective on at least one displayable object that meets said user selection criteria; and 

setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displayable object that 
meets said user selection criteria. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 1, said step of selectively adjusting a transparency level 
further comprises: 

adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object within said user 
interface in response to moving said flashlight tool across said user interface. 

7. (Canceled) 
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8. (Original) The method for selectively actjusting a transparency of a displayable 
object according to claim 1, said step of selectively adjusting a transparency level, further 
comprising the step of: 

selectively adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object according 
to a transparency designated for a flashlight tool positioned to selectively adjust said 
transparency level of said at least one displayable object. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable 
object within a user interface using a flashlight tool, said system comprising: 

a graphical user interface; 

means for enabling a flashlight tool; 

means for selecting an operating criteria of said flashlight tool[ J bv receiving a user 
selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said flashlight tool is eflFective on at least one 
displayable object that meets said user selection criteria: wh e r e in s aid op e rating crit e ria i s 
op e rative on all displayable obj e cts of a user interface 

means for positioning said flashhght tool at a location within a user interface bv: 
setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displayable 
object that meets said user selection criteria: 

operating said flashlight tool to locate said at least one displayable object 
that meets said user selection criteria: and 

positioning said flashlight tool at a location over said at least one 
displayable object that meets aid user selection criteria : and 
wherein said location is independent of another location of at lea s t one di s playable object within 
said user intorfaoo; 

means for selectively adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
within said user interface, such that said transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
is selectively adjusted according to said operating criteria of said flashlight tooL 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 

displayable object according to claim 9, said means for selecting the operating criteria of said 

flashlight tool further comprising^ 
Docket # AUS9200 105 1 5US 1 
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means for receiving a specified user selection of an n4evel within a z-order from among 
a plurality of displayable objects, as a setting for said flashlight tool such that said flashlight tool 
setting at said n-level is operative on at least one dispiayable object within said n-level; and 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one dispiayable 
objects within said n-level. 

1 1. (Previously Presented) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
dispiayable object according to claim 9, said means for selecting the operating criteria of said 
flashlight tool further comprising: 

means for receiving a specified user selection of said flashlight beam for setting said 
flashlight tool such that said flashlight tool is effective on at least one dispiayable object within a 
range of said specified flashlight beam; 

means for receiving a specified user selection for setting the intensity of said flashlight 

beam; 

means for receiving a specified user selection for setting the shape of said flashlight 
beam; and 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative with said intensity, and with said 
shape, on said at least one dispiayable object within said range of said flashlight beam. 

1 2, (Previously Presented) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
dispiayable object according to claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
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means for receiving a specified user selection for setting said flashlight beam to effect a 
varying transparency of said at least one displayable object. 

13. (Previously Presented) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 9, said system further comprising: 

means for receiving a user selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said 
flashlight tool is effective on at least one displayable object that meets said user selection 
criteria; and 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displayable 
object that meets said user selection criteria. 

14. (Previously Presented) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 9, said means for selectively adjusting a transparency level 
further comprising: 

means for adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object within 
said user interface in response to moving said flashlight tool across said user interface. 

15. (Canceled) 
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16. (Original) The system for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 9, said means for selectively adjusting a transparency level further 
comprising: 

means for selectively adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
according to a transparency designated for a flashlight tool positioned to selectively adjust said 
transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
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1 7. (Currently Amended) A program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
displayable object within a user interface using a flashlight tool, residing on a tangible computer 
usable medium having computer readable program code means, said program comprising: 

means for en£ibling a flashlight tool; 

means for selecting an operating criteria of said flashlight tool [J by receiving a user 
selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said flashlight tool is effective on at least one 
displayable object that meets said user selection criteria: whoroin Boid operating oriteria is 
op e rativ e on all di s playabl e obj e ct s of a u s er int e rfac e 

means for positioning said flashlight tool at a location within a user interface by: 
setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displayable 
object that meets said user selection criteria: 

operating said flashlight tool to locate said at least one displayable object 
that meets said user selection criteria: and 

positioning said flashlight tool at a location over said at least one 
displayable object that meets aid user selection criteria : and 
wher e in said location is ind e pend e nt of anoth e r location of at l e ast on e di s playabl e obj e ct within 
s aid u s er int e rfac e ; 

means for controlling a transpeurency level of said at least one displayable object within 
said user interface, such that said transparency level of said at least one displayable object is 
selectively adjusted according to said operating criteria of said flashlight tool. 
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1 8. (Previously Presented) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 17 y said program further comprising: 

means for receiving a specified user selection of an n-level within a z-order from among 
said plurality of displayable objects as a setting for said flashlight tool such that said flashlight 
tool setting at said n-level is operative on at lest one displayable object within said n-ievel; and 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displayable 
object within said n-level. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 17, said program further comprising: 

means for receiving a specified user selection of a flashUght beam for setting said 
flashlight tool such that said flashlight tool is effective on at least one displayable object within a 
range of said specified flashlight beam; 

means for receiving a specified user selection for setting the intensity of said flashlight 

beam; 

means for receiving a specified user selection for setting the shape of said flashlight 
beam; and 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative with said intensity, and with said 
shape, on said at least one displayable object within said range of said flashlight beam. 
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20. (Previously Presented) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 19, said program further comprising: 

means for receiving a user selection criteria for said flashlight tool such that said 
flashlight tool is effective on said at least one displayable object that meets said user selection 
criteria; and 

means for setting said flashlight tool to be operative on said at least one displayable 
object that meet said user selection criteria. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a 
displayable object according to claim 17, said program further comprising: 

means for adjusting a transparency level of said at least one displayable object within 
said user interface in response to moving said flashlight tool across said user interface. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Original) The program for selectively adjusting a transparency of a displayable object 
according to claim 1 7, said program further comprising: 

means for controlling a transparency level of said at least one displayable object 
according to a transparency designated for a flashlight tool positioned to selectively adjust said 
transparency level of said at least one displayable object. 
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